
https://ope.ed.gov/campussafety/%23/institution/search
https://www.msm.edu/Administration/PublicSafety/Documents/MSM2018AnnualSecurityandFireSafetyReport.pdf
https://www.msm.edu/Administration/PublicSafety/Documents/MSM2018AnnualSecurityandFireSafetyReport.pdf


2023 MSM Annual Security and Fire Safety 
 

2 

 

 

Security Services, Parking Deck Management and Emergency Preparedness. The Public Safety Office is 
located on the first floor of the Main Campus parking deck and is open 24 hours a day, 365 days a week, 
including holidays, with staff on the premises. Police Officers are certified and trained by the State of 
Georgia as Peace Officers and comprise part of the staff available 24/7 on the Main Campus. 

 
 

 Authority and Jurisdiction of Campus Safety Personnel 
 

 

The Department of Public Safety is a state-certified police agency, as defined under the Georgia Peace 
Officer Standards and Training Act, and a force of security personnel. Its powers are outlined in O.C.G.A. § 
20-8-1 et seq (i.e., Law Enforcement Powers of Campus Policemen) and include the power to arrest; the 
enforcement of the laws of this state, the preservation of public order; the protection of life and property; 
the prevention, detention, or investigation of a crime; or any combination thereof. Within the MSM Police 
Department are several specialized units. Participation in these units requires advanced specialized 
training and additional commitment to the department. Members of these units may work with other 
qualified officers from other law enforcement agencies throughout the State of Georgia. 

 
While the MSM Police Department has operational responsibility for police services and is the first 

responder to incidents or calls for service occurring at MSM property owned, operated, controlled, or 
administered by MSM, the Atlanta Police Department remains the primary law enforcement agency within 
the City of Atlanta and is responsible for investigating felony offenses that occur within the City of Atlanta. 
Crimes such as Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Domestic Violence, and Stalking will be referred to the 
Atlanta Police Department or the appropriate police agency whose jurisdiction the crime was committed. 

 
The Department of Public Safety, through the MSM Police Department, maintains a National Law 

Enforcement Telecommunications System (NLETS) terminal, which allows police personnel access to the 
Georgia Crime Information Center/National Crime Information Center (GCIC/NCIC). These databases are 
used for accessing criminal history data, nationwide police records, driver/vehicle identification 
information, and other local, state, and federal law enforcement information that may be helpful to the 
department. At present, the Department of Public Safety has relationships with the following law 
enforcement agencies: 

 
Atlanta Police Department 
Fulton County Sheriff’s Department 
State of Georgia Department of Corrections 
Clark Atlanta University Department of Public Safety 
Morehouse College Department of Public Safety 
Spelman College Department of Public Safety 
Georgia Tech Police Department 
Georgia State University Police Department 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation 

 

The Department of Public Safety also has relationships with the following agencies: 
 

Atlanta Fulton County Emergency Management Agency 
Fulton County Drug Court. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Emergency Preparedness 
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The Morehouse School of Medicine is responsible for endeavoring to protect the lives and property of 

every person who is on the campus, and for maintaining an environment suitable for the orderly conduct 
of its educational function. The School must always be prepared to respond to circumstances and situations 
that would adversely affect the ability of the school to fulfill these responsibilities. The Emergency 
Management Program establishes policies and procedures and assigns responsibilities to ensure the 
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 This free safety mobile application is a single platform for pushing out emergency messages, receiving 
calls for emergency services, and sending anonymous tips via text, photo, or video. It serves as a source for 
all MSM emergency procedures and safety information. 

 
In such situations, an emergency management team comprised of the Chief of Police, the President and 

Dean, and the Senior Vice President for Operations and CFO will determine the content of "timely warning" 
messages. Email notices are sent out; in some cases (e.g., a carj(n)]TJ0 Tw  
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prevention, the Department of Public Safety partners with the Human Resources Department to offer 
programs to MSM students and employees that address the following topics: 

 

Situational Awareness is simply knowing what is happening around you 

https://msm.csod.com/LMS/catalog/Welcome.aspx?tab_page_id=-67&tab_id=-1
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Procedures for Addressing Reports of Sexual Violence 
 

 

MSM expects all individuals to be treated respectfully, dignifiedly, and exemplary. Therefore, MSM 
does not discriminate based on sex in its educational programs and activities and is required under Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Title IX’s implementing regulations not to discriminate in 
such a manner. The 

mailto:mthompson@msm.edu
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How the School will protect the confidentiality of victims, including how publicly available 
recordkeeping will be accomplished without the inclusion of identifying information about the 
victim, to the extent permissible by law; 

 

Written notification of students and employees about existing counseling, health, mental health, 
victim advocacy, legal assistance, and other services available for victims, both on campus and 
in the community; and 

 

Written notification of students and employees about options for, and available assistance in, 
changing academic, living, transportation, and working situations, if requested by the victim and 
if such accommodations are reasonably available, regardless of whether the victim chooses to 
report the crime to the Department of Public Safety or local law enforcement, or neither. MSM is 
obligated to comply with such a request regarding what is reasonable. 

 

A person who becomes a victim of or a witness to sexual harassment, sexual violence, or a sex offense 
should report the misconduct to the Department of Public Safety, the Dean of Student Affairs, or the 
School's Title IX Coordinator, and do the following: 

 

Go to a safe place as soon as possible (i.e., a friend's home, the Department of Public Safety, a 
local law enforcement agency station, etc.). 

 

Preserve any evidence as would be necessary to prove sexual harassment or sexual assault or to 
obtain a protective order or a no-contact order. Do not wash, shower, bathe, use the toilet, or 
change clothing. Examples of such evidence include clothing worn during the incident, including, 
but not limited to, undergarments; sheets, bedding, and condoms, if used; a list of witnesses with 
contact information; text messages, call history, and social media posts; and pictures of any 
injuries. 

 

Call the appropriat





https://gbi.georgia.gov/services/georgia-sex-offender-registry
https://gbi.georgia.gov/services/georgia-sex-offender-registry
http://www.nsopr.gov/


http://www.msm.edu/Administration/PublicSafety/MSMMassAlert.php
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 Notification to the Medical School Community and the Larger Community About an Immediate Threat 
or Dangerous Condition 

 

 

Upon confirmation of a serious medical emergency, extreme weather conditions (such as an 
approaching tornado or hurricane), hazardous material spills or release of hazardous gases, bomb threats, 
fire or explosion, earthquakes, the presence of an active campus shooter, or other emergency that poses an 
immediate threat to or creates a dangerous condition for the campus, the Chief of Police will immediately 
notify the entire campus community using the MSM Emergency Messaging System. Other means of 
communications to the campus community, as well as individuals and organizations outside the campus 
community (e.g. parents and guardians), include, but are not limited to, word-of-mouth notifications, media 
outlets, megaphones and vehicle intercom systems by the Department of Public Safety, and activation of 
building alarms. In such cases, the Chief of Police will work with the MSM Marketing Department to 
determine the appropriate method of dissemination to the larger community. 

 
 

 Persons With Disabilities and/or Unable to Evacuate a Building 
 

 

Generally, building evacuations will occur when an alarm continuously sounds and/or upon notification 
by emergency personnel. If necessary or if directed to do so by a designated emergency official, students, 
faculty and staff are expected to activate the building alarm as they exit the building. However, it is 
suggested that people with disabilities prepare for emergencies by learning the locations of exit corridors 
and enclosed stairwells and by informing co-workers, professors, and/ or classmates of the best methods of 
assistance during an emergency. If you wish to have assistance in preplanning, please call Public Safety at 
(404) 752-1794 or (404) 752-1795. Members of the MSM community are also expected to be aware of 
people with disabilities in their area who might require assistance in an emergency evacuation and should 
be prepared to render assistance if necessary. 

 
If you have a disability and are unable to evacuate a building, stay calm and take steps to protect 

yourself. If there is a working telephone, call 911, and tell the emergency dispatcher where you are or the 
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Handbook, MSM conducts numerous periodic emergency response exercises, at least, once a year, such as 
orientations, tabletop exercises, fire drills, and functional simulated emergency testing. These exercises 
may be announced or unannounced and are designed to assess and evaluate the emergency plans and 
capabilities of the medical school. The Chief of Police logs the occurrence of every fire drill to evaluate 
whether the procedures outlined for evacuation are practical and effective. Following each fire drill, the 
Chief of Police debriefs with evacuation staff and team leader to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of 
current procedures and ways to improve on the weaknesses of those procedures in the future. 
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purposes by a federal, state local health, law enforcement or other appropriate agency. 
 

The School recognizes the accepted professional definition of addiction. Addiction is a harmful complex 
bio-psychosocial, primary disease, characterized by the progressively debilitating, compulsive use of a 
mood-altering substance at the expense of one’s values, goals, vocation, family and social life. To that end, 
the School offers counseling and referral assistance via an Employee Assistance Program (EAP) provided 
by an external source or an internal student counseling service. The employee’s supervisor, Associate Dean 
for Student Affairs, and/or the Associate Vice President for Human Resources will make the necessary 

https://msm.csod.com/LMS/catalog/Welcome.aspx?tab_page_id=-67&tab_id=-1
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property owned by MSM; and on public property within, or immediately adjacent to and accessible from 

http://www.msm.edu/Administration/PublicSafety/index.php
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Morehouse School of Medicine Clery Act Reportable Crime Data 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Criminal  Offenses On Campus
Total occurrences On Campus

Criminal Offense 2020 2021 2022
a. Murder/Non-negligent manslaughter 0 0 0
b. Manslaughter by Negligence 0 0 0
c. Rape 0 0 0
d. Fondling 0 0 0
e. Incest 0 0 0
f. Statutory rape 0 0 0
g. Robbery 0 0 0
h. Aggravated assault 0 0 0
i. Burglary 0 0 0
j. Motor vehicle theft 0 0 0
k. Arson 0 0 0

Criminal Offenses - Noncampus

       Total occurrences in or on
Noncampus buildings or property

Criminal Offense 2020 2021 2022
a. Murder/Non-negligent manslaughter 0 0 0
b. Manslaughter by Negligence 0 0 0
c. Rape 0 0 0
d. Fondling 0 0 0
e. Incest 0 0 0
f. Statutory rape 0 0 0
g. Robbery 0 0 0
h. Aggravated assault 0 0 0
i. Burglary 1 0 1
j. Motor vehicle theft 0 0 0
k. Arson 0 0 0
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Criminal Offense 
2020    
Total 

Race Religion 
Sexual 

orientation
Gender 

Gender 
Identity

Disability Ethnicity
National 

origin
a. Murder/ Non-negligent 
manslaughter 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

c. Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
d. Fondling 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
e.Incest 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
f. Statutory rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
g. Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
h. Aggravated assault 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
i. Burglary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Criminal Offense 
2020    
Total 

Race Religion 
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Criminal Offense 
2021    
Total 

Race Religion 
Sexual 

orientation
Gender 

Gender 
Identity

Disability oDigin
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VAWA Offenses On Campus

2020 2021 2022
a. Domestic violence 0 0 0
b. Dating violence 0 0 0
c. Stalking 0 0 1

VAWA Offenses - Noncampus

                    Total occurences in or on Noncampus buildings or property
2020 2021 2022

a. Domestic violence 0 0 0
b. Dating violence 0 0 0
c. Stalking 0 0 0

VAWA Offenses - Public Property

Total occurrences on Public Property
2020 2021 2022

a. Domestic violence 0 0 1
b. Dating violence 0 0 0
c. Stalking 0 0 0

Crime

Total occurrences On Campus
Crime

Crime

Arrests on Campus

Crime 2020 2021 2022
a. Weapons: carrying, possessing, etc. 0 0 0
b. Drug abuse violations 0 0 0
c. Liquor law violations 0 0 0

Number of Arrests
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In August 2008, President Barack Obama signed into law the Higher Education Opportunity Act 
(HEOA) Fire Reporting Requirements (20 U.S.C. § 1092(i)), which requires higher education institutions 
that maintain on-campus student housing to annually report fire safety information 
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State of Georgia’s Definitions for Sexual Offensives 
 

Where quotation marks are used in this section of the manual, the language has been taken directly 
from the Criminal Code of Georgia. You can read the full code online here: 
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/ 

 
16-6-1 
Rape 
Rape is defined in the Code as a male having “carnal knowledge” of “a female forcibly and against her will.” 
In this instance, carnal knowledge is defined as “penetration of the female sex organ by the male sex organ.” 
The Code recognizes that rape can occur even between spouses so the defendant cannot use the fact that 
he is married to the person accusing him of rape as a defense. 

 
Rape is punishable by death, life imprisonment with or without parole, or a minimum of 25 years 
imprisonment, followed by probation for life. 

 
16-6-2 
Aggravated Sodomy 
Aggravated sodomy is defined in the Code as sodomy that is perpetrated “with force and against the will 
of the other person.” As with a charge of rape, a marital relationship between the defendant and accuser 
cannot be used as a defense. 

 
Aggravated sodomy is punishable by life imprisonment or a minimum of 25 years imprisonment followed 
by probation for life. 

 
16-6-22.1 16-6-

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
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